Mad Dogs Inline Hockey Club

 “The dog gone best inline hockey in the region”

                                                     Press Advisory

Mad Dogs Perform Well at National Inline Championships

The Mad Dogs Inline Hockey Club reaffirmed their position last week as the leading inline hockey club in the Northern Virginia/Beltway area.  The three year old club sent four teams to the AAU National inline hockey championships in Detroit and performed well against some of the best inline teams in the nation.  Mad Dogs are comprised mostly of players drawn from the region’s leading travel ice hockey teams. 

This national championship is organized by the Amateur Athletic Union in conjunction with United States Roller Sports (USARS).  There are three divisions at the nationals: Elite, Competitive, and Recreational.  To qualify for the highest division, the Elite Division, a team must place first or second at a regional AAU tournament. 

The 8U Mad Dog team had the best finish, placing 2nd in the Elite Division, the highest division one can compete in.  Three of its players were named to the All-American team.  Those named to the All-American team will be invited to a camp next March at which they will tryout for the 10U national team.  

The 10U Mad Dog team placed 4th in the Elite Division, a very strong performance considering the team youth.  All its players except two were ’94 birth year, while their opponents were comprised of mostly ’93 birth year players.  Three of its players were also selected to the All American team. 

The 12U team placed 6th in the Elite Division.  Like the 10U team, this mostly ’92 team was also very young but they performed well against larger and faster teams comprised of mostly ’91 players.   Assuming the core of the 10U and 12U teams will return next season, they will be very dominant at next year’s nationals.  Two 12U Mad Dogs were selected to the 12U All American team. 

The 14U team, also a young team, placed 3rd in their division.  Four of their players were named to the all-tournament team. 

Twelve Mad Dogs total were named to the All Tournament or All American team.  Mad Dogs who were named to the All American team last year and those named to the All Tournament team at the various regionals, will also be invited to Team USA tryouts camps.  As many as 20 Mad Dogs will likely be trying out for one of the national teams next spring.  No other inline club in Northern Virginia, DC or Maryland have players invited to these tryout camps. 

Immediately following the national championships, the World Inline Championships were held in London, Ontario, Canada. This is the first year that the United States has organized national teams in the 10U, 12U, 14U, and 16U divisions and performed in international competition.    The Mad Dogs were represented by Eric Baldwin, a member of the 10U USA team which placed second behind Canada.   Eric is the fist inline player from Northern Virginia to represent the United States in international inline competition. 

For further information on this story, you may contact the following coaches:

8U team:    Rich Meuser  703-263-0490 ext 113

10U team:  Chris Moffa  703-858-0145

12U team:  Steve Baldwin 703-966-9058; Sean Lucus 703-609-0287

14U team:  Dave Lumsden 703-321-7699

